
1 Peter 2:1 
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 

Laying aside - once for all. So [apothemenoi] aorist, as a garment put off. The exhortation applies to Christians alone: 

in none else is the new nature existing which, as "the inner man" (Eph 3:16), can more and more cast off the old as an 

outward thing. To unbelievers the exhortation is that inwardly, in the mind, they must become changed.  

'Therefore' resumes 1 Peter 1:22. Seeing that ye are born again of incorruptible seed, be not again entangled in evil, 

which 'is an acting in contrariety to the being formed in us'.  

Malice – Greek word “kakia” which means badness, depravity, trouble, naughtiness, hatred, spite 

Ephesians 4:31,Titus 3:3, (MSG) Proverbs 26:24-27, (MSG) Isaiah 59:12-17 

Guile - Greek word “dolos” which means to decoy, deceit, cunning, slyness, cleverness 

Deceit is mentioned 41 times. Psalm 10:7, Psalm 34:13, Proverbs 20:12, Mark 7:18-23, Romans 1:28-32, 1 Peter 3:10 

Hypocrisies - Greek word “hupokrisis” which means an actor under an assumed character. Two-faced, pretense, 

double standards. James 1:8, (MSG)Psalm 119:113-120, (MSG)James 3:17-18 

Envies - Greek word “phthonos” which means jealousy, resentments. 

Acts 13:45, Romans 13:13, 1 Corinthians 3:3, Galatians 5:21,1 Timothy 6:3-4, (NLT) Proverbs 27:3,  

Evil speakings - Greek word “katalalia” which means defamation (insult, slander), backbiting 

 Ephesians 4:31, Proverbs 25:23, (MSG) Ephesians 4:31, (NLT) 1 Peter 3:9  

 

1 Peter 2:2 
As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 

Newborn babes - altogether without "guile" (1 Peter 2:1; Rev 14:5); in a specially tender relation to God. 

Be converted and become like little children to enter heaven. Matthew 18:5 

The childlike spirit and faith. 

(NLT) 1 Corinthians 3:2-9; (NLT) Hebrews 5:12-14; Ephesians 4:14: 1 Corinthians 14:20 

The mother of the child is also its natural nurse'. The baby, automatically feeds on the milk; our part is not self-

sufficient questionings, but simply receiving the truth in the love of it (Matt 11:25). 

Desire, [epipotheesate] - 'have a yearning for,' or 'longing after,' natural to the regenerate; 'for as no one needs to teach 

newborn babes what food to take, knowing instinctively that a table is provided for them in their mother's breast,' so 

the believer of himself thirsts after the word of God, (Ps 119. Meditations on the excellencies of the Word of God)  

Sincere - 'guileless. "the" implies that, besides the well-known pure milk, there is no other unadulterated doctrine: the 

Gospel alone can make us guileless (1 Peter 2:1). 

Of the word, [logikon] - logos in Scripture means, not the reason, but the WORD; the context requires so here: 

logikos follows the meaning of logos, 'word.' James 1:21, "Lay apart all filthiness, etc., and receive with meekness the 

engrafted WORD," confirms the English version here. 

Grow - ' Being BORN again, we are also to grow unto (perfected) salvation, the end of our growth. 'Growth is the 

measure of that, not only rescue from destruction, but positive blessedness, implied in salvation'. 

 Psalm 92:12 Cedar in Lebanon: An evergreen tree which sometimes grows more than 100 feet tall with a 

trunk circumference of 40-50 feet. The cedar wood was rot-resistant and knot free, making it ideal for building 

purposes. 

 (MSG) 2 Peter 3:17-18 Peter’s final words 

Thereby - Greek, 'IN it:' fed on it: in its strength (Acts 11:14). 'The word is to be desired with appetite as the cause of 

life and digested by faith. 

  

1 Peter 2:3 
If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

Peter refers back to Psalm 34:8. The first tastes of God's goodness are afterward followed by fuller experiences.  

A taste whets the appetite. We should not be content with a taste but should crave it constantly and keep on growing. 

Gracious, [Chreestos] - benignant, kind; as God is revealed in Christ, "the Lord." We who are born again, ought so to 

be kind to the brethren (1 Peter 1:22). 

God’s Word is sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103). 

In the Old Testament God promised a land to the children of Israel that will be flowing with milk and honey.  

Whosoever has not tasted the Word, to him it is not sweet; but to them who have experienced it, who with the heart 

believe, "Christ has been sent for me and is become my own: my miseries are His, and His life mine," it tastes sweet'. 



1 Peter 2:4 
To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 

Coming - drawing near [proserchomenoi] (Heb 10:22) by faith continually; present: not having come once for all at 

conversion.  

Stone. Peter (i.e., a stone, named so by Christ) desires that all similarly should be living stones BUILT ON CHRIST, 

THE TRUE FOUNDATION-STONE: Matthew 16:18 Upon this Rock I will build my church. 

Christ is positively the "living stone:" living, as having life in Himself, and as raised from the dead to live evermore 

(Rev 1:18), after His rejection by men; so the source of life to us. Like no earthly rock, He lives and gives life. 

Compare 1 Cor 10:4, and the type, Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11. 

Disallowed, [apodedokimasmenon] - reprobated; referred to also by Christ, Matt 21:42;  

Stone rejected – Acts 4:11; Psalm 118:22; Isa 8:14; Chosen of God Luke 2:34, elect' 1 Peter 2:6.  

Many are alienated from the Gospel because it is rejected by most men. Peter answers that, though rejected by men, 

Christ is the stone of salvation honored by God. (Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Isaiah 28:16) 

  

1 Peter 2:5       (hagios) means sacred, pure, blameless. 
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 

to God by Jesus Christ. 

Ye also, as lively stones - partaking of the name and life which is in "THE LIVING STONE" (1 Peter 2:4). Many 

names which pre-eminently belong to Christ are assigned to Christians in a lower sense. He is "THE Son," "High 

Priest," "King," "Lamb:" they, "sons," "priests," "kings," "lambs."  

Are built up, [oikodomeisthe] - 'are being built up,' as Eph 2:22. 'Be ye built up.' Peter grounds his exhortations,        

1 Peter 2:2,11, etc., on their consciousness of being living stones in the course of being built up into a spiritual house 

(i.e., the temple of the Spirit). 

Spiritual House: 1 Corinthians 6:19 Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. This temple was purchased by God 

through the blood of Jesus Christ and is now possessed by Him, with the result that this shrine is owned and possessed 

by the Holy Spirit. If you live in a building owned by someone else, you try not to violate the building’s rules. 

Because your body belongs to God, you must not violate his standards for living. 

Luke 6:46-49; 1 Corinthians 3:9 

 

Priesthood. Christians are at once the temple and the priests [hieron] (the sacred place) expresses the whole building. 

God is building a spiritual “house” (oikos, dwelling, household, as in 4:17, “house of God”) and believers, as living 

stones, are the material with which He is constructing it.  They compose God’s house and they also compose the 

“holy priesthood” (hierateuma hagion, sacred body of priests) that minister in His house.  Peter understood that all 

believers are priests and can approach God directly, as in Hebrews 4:16.   

 

Spiritual sacrifices – What are the spiritual sacrifices that we offer to God? When sacrificing an animal according to 

God’s law, a priest would kill the animal, cut it in pieces, and place it on the altar. Sacrifice was important, but even 

in the Old Testament God made it clear that obedience from the heart was much more important…1Samuel 15:22; 

(MSG) Psalm:40:6-8; God wants us, His holy priests, to offer ourselves as living and spiritual sacrifices – 

daily…laying aside our own desires and following him, putting all our energy and resources at his disposal, and 

trusting him to guide us. All can offer spiritual sacrifices (see also Romans 12:1; Ephesians 5:1-2; Philippians 2:17; 

4:18; Hebrews 13:15-16) which God accepts through His Son. 

 

By Jesus Christ - as our mediating High Priest before God.  1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 12:24 

Connect with "offer up." Christ is precious Himself, and makes us accepted. As the temple, so the priesthood, is built 

on Christ (1 Peter 2:4-5).  

Jesus the Messiah. He alone, being fully God, can represent God to man, and at the same time, being fully man, can 

represent man to God. He alone can bring complete reconciliation, because He alone can bring about complete 

payment for man’s sin and satisfaction of God’s wrath. He alone can bring everlasting peace. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-19; Hebrews 7:25 

 

 

 



1 Peter 2:6 
Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that 

believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Wherefore also. 'Because that.' The statement above is so, 'because it is contained in Scripture.' (Isaiah 28:16) 

Behold - calling universal attention to the glorious announcement of His eternal counsel. 

I lay in Zion –God had forewarned Israel of the possibility of falling as a result of stumbling over the coming one. 

Isaiah prophesied that the Lord of Hosts would be a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense (Isaiah 8:14) over which 

many would stumble and fall. 

Chief Corner Stone – The reference to the chief corner stone comes from Psalm 118:22,23, a passage which Jesus 

related to Himself Mark 12:10-11 and Peter ascribed to Christ Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:7. It sometimes meant the stone 

placed at the extreme corner, so it could bind together the other stones in the structure. It was the most important 

stone in a building because the stability of all the others depended upon it. 

Elect - so believers (1 Peter 2:9). Same Greek word in Matthew 24:24 eklektos which means chosen. 

Precious. In Hebrew, Isa 28:16, 'a corner stone of preciousness.' Same word in 1 Peter 2:7. 

Confounded. Same Greek as Rom 9:33 (Peter confirming Paul). See 'Introduction;' Rom 10:11, "ashamed."              

In Isa 28:16, "make haste" - i.e., flee in panic, covered with the shame of confounded hopes.  

 

PARELEL SCRIPTURE - Isaiah 28:16 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 

stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

A stone – We know from 1 Peter 2:6 that the stone here referred to is our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He had come to 

Israel in lowly grace only to be rejected, but as Psalm 118:22 tells us, the stone which the builders refused is become 

the head stone of the corner. To refuse God’s testimony regarding His Son is to deliberately choose everlasting 

judgment. 

A Tried Stone - both by the devil (Luke 4:1-13 Satan tempts Jesus) and by men (Luke 20:1-38), and even by God 

(Matt 27:46 My God, My God why have you forsaken me?): a stone of tested solidity to bear the vast superstructure 

of man's redemption. The tested righteousness of Christ gives its special merit to His vicarious sacrifice.  

God's gracious purpose as to the elect remnant, and His kingdom, of which "Zion" shall be the center, shall not fail, 

because it rests on Messiah, the "sure foundation" (Matt 7:24-25; 2 Tim 2:19). 

A precious corner stone - literally, a corner stone of preciousness: so in the Greek, 1 Peter 2:7, He is preciousness:   

1 Peter 1:18-19. 

Corner stone - (1 Kings 5:17; 7:9; Job 38:6); the stone laid at the corner where two walls meet, and connecting them: 

often costly. 

Shall not make haste (yachish) - shall not flee in hasty alarm; shall not be ashamed;' so Rom 9:33 and 1 Peter 2:6, 

"be confounded," substantially the same idea. 

He who rests on Him shall not have the shame of disappointment, nor flee in sudden panic (Isaiah 30:15; 32:17).  

What are the characteristics of Christ, the cornerstone? 1. He is completely trust-worthy; 2. He is precious to 

believers; 3. Though rejected by some, He is the most important part of the church. He is the Chief cornerstone. 

 

 1 Peter 2:7 
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 

disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

Application of the same Scripture to the believers. (NLT) John 9:39 Then Jesus told him, "I entered this world to 

render judgment—to give sight to the blind and to show those who think they see that they are blind."   

He divided mankind into two great classes. To the believers Christ is precious and to the disobedient they deemed 

Christ imperfect and fit only for the rubbish heap.              (NLT) 2 Corinthians 2:15-16. 

Precious, [hee timee] - "THE PRECIOUSNESS" or Value (1 Peter 2:6). To you believers belongs the preciousness of 

Christ just mentioned. Just like the merchant in Matthew 13:46 who recognized the value of the pearl of great price 

and traded all his possessions for this one great treasure. 

Disobedient – Greek word apeithousin, disbelieving, unpersuadable; so disobedient in practice. Christ is like the 

stone which expert builders disallowed; they deemed it imperfect and fit only for the rubbish heap. 

The stone which ..., head of the corner - (Ps 118:22.) Those who rejected the STONE were all the while, in spite of 

themselves, contributing to its becoming Head of the corner.  



 1 Peter 2:8 
And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 

whereunto also they were appointed. 

Stone of stumbling ... - quoting Isaiah 8:14 He will keep you safe. But to Israel and Judah he will be a stone that 

makes people stumble, a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare. 

Peter said Christ is a “stone of stumbling” (lithos proskommatos) to unbelievers. They “stumble” (proskoptousin, cut 

against, as also in Matthew 4:6-7 and said, "If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, 'He will order 

his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won't even hurt your foot on a stone.'" 7 

Jesus responded, "The Scriptures also say, 'You must not test the LORD your God.'" at the Word, being unwilling to 

obey it. He said Christ to them is a “rock of offense” (petra skandalou, a rock to trip someone, as also in Romans 

9:33). Whereas lithos means a loose stone in the path, petra means a ledge rising out of the ground. 

Rock of offence – Isaiah 8:14; Romans 9:33 (Ref. Deuteronomy 32:4,15,18,30-31,37) 

At the word - join 'being disobedient to the word:' so 1 Peter 3:1; 4:17. 

Whereunto - a severe stumbling; the judicial punishment of unbelief. 

Also - an additional thought; not that God ordains to sin, but they are given up to "the fruit of their own ways" 

according to God's eternal counsel. The moral ordering of the world is altogether of God. God appoints the ungodly to 

be given up unto their own reprobate mind and its necessary penalty. 

Were appointed, – Peter said the Jews were “appointed” (etethesan, ordained, as in 1 Timothy 2:7; entrusted) to 

stumble. He could not mean they were predestined to disobey, for God has not appointed anyone to suffer His wrath  

1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

But He has appointed the disobedient to stumble. No one has to be in the category of the disobedient, but those who 

are cannot avoid results. Example: When you trip over something and fall you pick yourself up and move that thing 

that made you stumble so you won’t trip again. 

  

Peter 2:9 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 

praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light: 

Contrast the privileges and destinies of believers. 

Chosen - 'elect' of God, even as Christ your Lord is (1 Peter 2:6). 

Generation. (Kin) Believers are one in spiritual origin and kindred, as distinguished from the world. An elect nation. 

We are a chosen generation, which immediately speaks of the grace of God. God did not choose Israel because they 

were a great people, but because He loved them (Deut 7:7-8). God has chosen us purely because of His love and 

grace. "You did not choose Me, but I chose you" John 15:16 

Royal Priesthood - Kingly. Believers, like Christ, the type and shadow of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:1-28, are a body 

of priest-kings. Israel spiritually was designed to be the same among the nations of the earth. The full realization of 

this, both to the literal and the spiritual Israel, is as yet future (Isa 61:6; 66:21). 

Holy nation - We have been set apart to belong exclusively to God. Our citizenship is in heaven Phil 3:20 For our 

citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

so we obey heaven's laws and seek to please heaven's Lord. Israel forgot that she was a holy nation and began to 

break down the walls of separation that made her special and distinct. God commanded them to put a "difference 

between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean" (Lev 10:10); but they ignored the differences and 

disobeyed God. 

Peculiar people, [laos eis peripoieesin] - 'a people for achievement;' i.e., whom God chose to be peculiarly His:  

Acts 20:28  Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. "Purchased;" literally, acquired. 

God's "special treasure" Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 

you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.  

Shew forth, [exangeileete] - published abroad. Not their own praises, but His. They have no reason to magnify 

themselves above others; for once they had been in the same darkness, and only through God's grace had been 

brought to the light which they must henceforth show forth to others. 

 

 

 



Praises, [aretas] - 'virtue,' 'excellences:' His glory, mercy (1 Peter 2:10), goodness (Greek, 1 Peter 2:3; Isaiah 63:7): 

applied to believers  

2 Peter 1:3,5 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 

Him who called us by glory and virtue, 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 

virtue knowledge 

Hebrews 13:15  Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 

giving thanks to His name. 

Out of darkness - pagan, and even Jewish, ignorance, sin, misery; so out of the dominion of the prince of darkness. 

Marvelous. Peter still has in his mind. Ps 118:23 This was the Lord's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.  

Light. It is called "His" - i.e., God's. Only the (spiritual) light is created by God, not darkness. John 8:12  Then Jesus 

spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 

light of life."  

John 12:46 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.  

In the Scriptures darkness is often used to symbolize the state in which unbelievers find themselves, under the control 

of Satan, while light represents God and His kingdom. It is therefore a fitting description of conversion to refer to it as 

leaving darkness behind and coming into the light of the gospel. 

 

 1 Peter 2:10 
Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 

obtained mercy. 

Not my People - Hosea 1:9-10; And the Lord said, "Name him Lo-ammi—'Not my people'—for Israel is not my 

people, and I am not their God. 10 "Yet the time will come when Israel's people will be like the sands of the 

seashore—too many to count! Then, at the place where they were told, 'You are not my people,' it will be said, 'You 

are children of the living God.' 

Hosea 2:23 At that time I will plant a crop of Israelites and raise them for myself. I will show love to those I called 

'Not loved.' And to those I called 'Not my people,' I will say, 'Now you are my people.'And they will reply, 'You are 

our God!' Hosea’s words originally dealt with the Jews and their restoration, but Peter applied them to all believers. 

Peter plainly confirms Paul, who quotes the passage as implying the call of the Gentiles to become spiritually what 

Israel had been literally, "the people of God" Romans 9:25 As He says also in Hosea: "I will call them My people, 

who were not My people, And her beloved, who was not beloved."  

Primarily, the prophecy refers to literal Israel, hereafter to be fully what in their best days they were only partially-

God's people. 

Not obtained mercy, [eeleeemenoi ... eleeethentes]. Formerly 'not in a state of being compassionated, but now once 

for all compassionated.' It was God's mercy, not their merits, which made the blessed change: this ought to kindle 

lively gratitude, to be shown with their life as well as their lips.  

 

1 Peter 2:11 
Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 

As heretofore he exhorted them to walk worthily of their calling, in contrast to their former walk, so now he exhorts 

them to glorify God before unbelievers.  

A reason why we ought to live holy, is, because we are citizens of heaven, and therefore we ought to live not 

according to the laws of this world, which is most corrupt, but of the heavenly city, although we are strangers in the 

world. 

Dearly beloved - (agapetoi, well-loved) - He gains their attention by assuring them of his love. 

Strangers and pilgrims - (1 Peter 1:17.) [Paroikouskai parepideemous, sojourners, having a house in a city, without 

the rights of citizenship: a picture of the Christian's position on earth; and pilgrims, staying for a time in a foreign 

land.]  

(1) Purify your souls 

(a) As strangers on earth, who must not allow yourselves to be kept back by earthly lusts;  

(b) Because these lusts war against the soul. 

(2) Walk piously among unbelievers 

(a) That they may cease to injure the reputation of Christians, and 

(b) Be themselves converted. 



Abstain – (apechesthai, refrain as in 1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

Fleshly lusts - Stated in Galatians 5:19-21. Not only gross animal appetites, but all the workings of the unrenewed 

mind. Which, [haitines] - 'the which;' i.e., inasmuch as they "war," etc. They not only impede, but assail. 

The soul - the regenerated soul, such as those addressed. The believer is besieged by sinful lusts. Just like Samson & 

Delilah's, the moment that he gives way to fleshly lusts, he has the locks of his strength cut, and ceases to maintain 

that spiritual separation from the world and the flesh of which the Nazarite vow was the type.  

Carnal desires keep arising so we must keep resisting. This struggle between the flesh and the spirit is pictured vividly 

by Paul, who wrote in Galatians 5:16 Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

 

 1 Peter 2:12 
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by 

your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

Conversation - 'conduct.' In two things 'pilgrims' ought to bear themselves well: 

(1) The conduct, as subjects (1 Peter 2:13), servants (1 Peter 2:18), wives (1 Peter 3:1), husbands (1 Peter 3:7), 

and under all circumstances (1 Peter 2:8.); 

(2) Confession of the faith 1 Peter 3:15-17 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if 

someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. 16 But do this in a gentle and respectful way. 

Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life 

you live because you belong to Christ. 17 Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what God wants, 

than to suffer for doing wrong! 

Both derives from the will of God. Our conversation should correspond to our Saviour's condition:  

Honest – (Kalos) valuable or virtuous (for appearance or use) 1 Peter 3:16 A good walk does not make us religious: 

we must first be committed by believing before we can lead a good course. Faith first receives from God, then love 

gives to our neighbor.  

Whereas they speak against you - now (1 Peter 2:15); they may at some time hereafter glorify God. [En hoo may 

be, 'Wherein they speak against you, etc., that (therein) they may, by your good works, which on a closer inspection 

they shall behold (the strict sense of epopteuontes: so 1 Peter 3:2: as opposed to their "ignorance" (1 Peter 2:15), of 

the true character of Christianity by judging on hearsay), glorify God.']  

Evil doers – (kakopoion, criminals, malefactors.) Because as Christians they could not conform to paganism customs, 

they were accused of disobedience to legal authority; to deny this charge, they are told to submit to every ordinance of 

man (not sinful).  

False charges were being leveled against them. Neighbors called them enemies of their society. Romans considered 

them hostile to emperor worship. Many “speak against” them (katalalousin, slander,speak evil, as also in 1 Peter 3:16  

But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be 

ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ. 

Good Works – However, by observing believers “good works” (kalon ergon, honest and virtuous deeds) they will 

change their opinion and… 

Glorify - forming a high estimate of Him whom Christians worship, from the very good conduct of Christians 

themselves. We must do good, not with a view to our own glory, but to that of God. 

The day of visitation - when God shall visit them in grace (Luke 19:44).  

  

The next 12 verses talks about Submission. 

What is Submission?   The condition of being submissive, humble, or compliant. (Submissive means submitting to 

others. The state of being obedient: the act of accepting the authority or control of someone else. 

(NLT)1 Samuel 15:22-23; Ephesians 5:21; James 4:7; Hebrews 13:17; Titus 3:1 

In all the New Testament where the word submit occurs, the word is translated from the Greek word hupotasso. The 

hupo means "under" and the tasso means "to arrange." This word and a root of it are also translated by the words 

subject and subjection. The word's full meaning is "to obey, put under, be subject to, submit oneself unto, put in 

subjection under or be under obedience or obedient to." 

Therefore, having a humble and submissive heart is a choice we make. That means as born-again believers we daily 

make a choice to submit ourselves to God for the work that the Holy Spirit does in us to "conform us to the image of 

Christ." God will use the situations of our lives to bring us the opportunity to submit to Him. 

We have to choose to submit to God for the process of learning in order to grow spiritually. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/submissive


1 Peter 2:13 
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 

Although believers are citizens of heaven, they should obey civil laws while on earth. They should “SUBMIT” 

themselves (potagete, subordinate, be in subjection, as in 1 Peter 3:2 esv) to every “ORDINANCES” (ktisei, 

institution) of man for the Lord’s sake, and should honor the king as being “SUPREME” (huperechonti, prime 

authority, having superiority) in his earthly realm. Christians should obey their earthly king, Peter said, as long as it 

did not require disobeying their heavenly King. Sometimes Christians have to choose between the two loyalties… 

See Acts 4:19-20 But Peter and John replied, "Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20 We cannot 

stop telling about everything we have seen and heard." 

But Peter made it clear that Christians should be on the side of law and order. 

Romans 13:1-7 Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in 

positions of authority have been placed there by God. 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against 

what God has instituted, and they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing 

right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and 

they will honor you. 4 The authorities are God's servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course 

you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God's servants, sent for the very purpose of 

punishing those who do what is wrong. 5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep 

a clear conscience. 6 Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers need to be paid. They are 

serving God in what they do. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those 

who collect them, and give respect and honor to those who are in authority. 

 

1 Peter 2:14 
Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that 

do well. 

Governors - subordinate to the emperor; delegated by Caesar to preside over provinces. 

For the punishment. No dictatorship ever has been so immoral that some equity was not maintained in it: Although 

bad kings often oppress, yet that is scarcely ever done by public authority (and it is of public authority that Peter 

speaks), except under the mask of right. Tyranny harasses many, but anarchy overwhelms the whole state (Horneius). 

The only justifiable exception is where obedience to the earthly king involves disobedience to the King of kings. 

Evildoers – (kakopoion, malefactors, criminals) 

Praise of them that do well. Every government recognizes the excellence of Christian subjects. Therefore, believers 

should be in subjection as a good testimony for their Lord, so the rulers will commend them. (1 Peter 3:13).  

  

1 Peter 2:15 
For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 

Ground of directing them to submit themselves (1 Peter 2:13) 

Will – (thelema, purpose, desire, pleasure, as in Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and 

honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."  

Rom 12:2 Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 

Put to silence, [fimoun] - 'muzzle,' 'stop the mouth.' 

Ignorance - spiritual: not having "the knowledge of God," therefore misconstruing His children's acts: influenced by 

appearances, ever ready to open their mouths, rather than their eyes and ears. Their ignorance should move the 

believer's pity, not anger. They judge of things which they are incapable of judging, through unbelief (1 Peter 2:12). 

Maintain such a walk that they shall have no charge against you, except touching your faith; so their minds shall be 

favourably disposed toward Christianity.  

Foolish men – Peter called the slanderers “FOOLISH” men (aphronon, stupid, egotistic, unwise as in 2 Corinthians 

11:16 I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool that I also may boast a little.  

A believer’s only protection against slander is a transparently godly life. This may not save them from trouble but it is 

its own witness to the truth. 

  

 



Of course, everything we do should be for the glory of the Lord and the good of His kingdom! But Peter was careful 

to point out that Christians in society are representatives of Jesus Christ. It is our responsibility to "advertise God's 

virtues" (1 Peter 2:9, author's translation). This is especially true when it comes to our relationship to government and 

people in authority. 

 

As Christian citizens, we should submit to the authority vested in human government. The word translated 

"ordinance" in our Authorized Version simply means "creation or institution." It does not refer to each individual law, 

but to the institutions that make and enforce the laws. It is possible to submit to the institutions and still disobey the 

laws. 

 

For example, when Daniel and his three friends refused to obey the king's dietary regulations, they disobeyed the law; 

but the way that they did it proved that they honored the king and respected the authorities (Dan 1). They were not 

rebels; they were careful not to embarrass the official in charge or get him into trouble; and yet they stood their 

ground. They glorified God and, at the same time, honored the authority of the king. 

 

Peter and the other Apostles faced a similar challenge shortly after Pentecost (Acts 4-5). The Jewish council 

commanded them to stop preaching in the name of Jesus, but Peter and his associates refused to obey (see Acts 4:19; 

5:29). They did not cause a rebellion or in any way question or deny the authority of the council. They submitted to 

the institution but they refused to stop preaching. They showed respect to their leaders even though these men were 

opposed to the Gospel. 

 

 1 Peter 2:16 
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 

As free - from sin, and to duty: 'the Lord's freemen' 1 Cor 7:22 And remember, if you were a slave when the Lord 

called you, you are now free in the Lord. And if you were free when the Lord called you, you are now a slave of 

Christ. Connected with 1 Peter 2:15, doing well as being free. "Well doing" (1 Peter 2:15) is the natural fruit of being 

Christ's freemen, made free by "the truth" from sin's bondage.  

Not using, - 'not as having your liberty for a veil (cloak) of badness, but as the servants of God:' therefore bound to 

submit to every ordinance of man (1 Peter 2:13) which is of God's appointment.  

Maliciousness – (kakias, evil, spite, wickedness). Instead of using their liberty as a pretext to do evil, they should use 

it as servants of God. To be free indeed the believer must subject himself to the Word of Christ. John 8:31-32 Then 

Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  32 And you shall 

know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  

 

1 Peter 2:17 
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 

Honour all men - according to the honour due in each case. Equals have a respect due to them. Christ has dignified 

our humanity by assuming it; therefore we should honour our common humanity, even in the humblest.  

present-habitually honour the king.] The first is the general precept; the three following are its divisions. 

Love, [agapate, present] - habitually love, with the congenial affection you ought to feel to brethren, besides general 

love to all men. 

Fear God – (phobeisthe, be in awe, revere) God 

Honour the king – (timate, esteem, respect) The king is to be honored; God alone, in the highest sense, feared.  

Believers should keep on loving the brotherhood: they should keep on fearing God: they should keep on honoring the 

king. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Peter 2:18 
Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 

Servants, [oiketai] - 'household servants:' not [douloi] 'slaves;' including freedmen remaining in their master's house. 

Masters were not commonly Christians: he therefore mentions only servants' duties. These were often persecuted by 

unbelieving masters. Peter's object is to teach them submission, whatever the master's character is. Paul is not having 

this design, includes masters' duties. 

Be subject, [hupotassomenoi] - being subject: a particular instance of the general exhortation, 1 Peter 2:11-12, of 

which the first particular precept is 1 Peter 2:13. The general exhortation is taken up again, 1 Peter 2:16; and so,         

1 Peter 2:18, 'being subject,' is joined to the requirements, "abstain," "submit yourselves," "honor all men." 

With - Greek, 'IN.' 

All - all possible: under all circumstances. 

Fear - the awe of one subject. God is its ultimate object: fear "for the Lord's sake" (1 Peter 2:13), not merely 

unquestioning fear of masters. 

Good - kind. 

Gentle - indulgent toward errors [epieikesin]; yielding, not exacting all which justice might demand. 

Froward - perverse. Those bound to obey must not make the disposition of the superior the measure of their 

obligations.  

Froward – Greek word skolios, which means unfair, perverse crooked, as in Philippians 2:15. 

The Test of obedience is to believers whose masters are oppressive (cruel), (see Matthew 5:44-46). 

  

1 Peter 2:19 
For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 

Peter said “this” (obedience to oppressive masters) is “thankworthy” (charis, gratifying, cause for thanks, as in 

Romans 6:17 and 2 Corinthians 2:14). God is pleased if a man or woman will “endure” (hupopherei, stay under, bear 

up, as in 1 Corinthians 10:13 and 2 Timothy 3:11) “grief” (lupas, heaviness, sorrows; the word is plural). This must 

be with a “conscience” (suneidesin, moral consciousness, sense of duty; also in 3:16,21) toward God, “suffering” 

(paschon, to experience sensation, feel pain) “wrongfully” (adikos, unjustly). If the suffering arises from the servant’s 

faith in the gospel, his patient endurance is all the more “thankworthy.” 

Reason for subjection even to froward masters. 

Thankworthy, [charis] - (Luke 6:33.) A course out of the common: especially praiseworthy before God: not as 

Rome, earning merit; so a work of supererogation (cf. 1 Pet. 2:29 ). For conscience toward God, [suneideesin Theou] 

- 'consciousness of God:' conscientious regard to God, more than men. 

Endure, [hupoferei] - bear up under. 

Grief, [lupas] - 'griefs.'  

 

1 Peter 2:20 
For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and 

suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

What, [Poion] - 'what kind of.' 

Glory – (Kleos, renown, praise) merit.  

Buffeted - the punishment of slaves, suddenly inflicted.  ' Then, 'but if when ... ye take it patiently (it is a glory): for 

this is,' etc. 

Acceptable, [charis] - 'thankworthy.' as 1 Peter 2:19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 1 Peter 2:21 
For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow 

his steps: 

Christ's example a proof of 1 Peter 2:20, end. 

Hereunto - to the patient endurance of unmerited suffering or to suffer patiently (1 Peter 3:9). Christ is an example to 

servants, having been in "the form of a servant" Philippians 2:7-8 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took 

the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8 he humbled 

himself in obedience to God and died a criminal's death on a cross. 

Called – (kaleo) with a heavenly calling, though slaves. 1 Corinthians 7:15-24 

For us - You must patiently suffer, being innocent, as Christ innocently suffered (not for Himself, but for us). Christ's 

sufferings, while they are an example, were primarily sufferings "for us," a consideration which imposes an 

everlasting obligation on us to please Him. 

Leaving - behind [hupolimpanoon] – something to copy, or imitate. Ephesians 5:1 therefore be imitators of God as 

dear children. 

An example, [hupogrammon] - a writing copy set by masters for their pupils. Christ's precepts were the transcript of 

His life. Peter graphically sets before servants features suited to their case. 

Follow - close upon [epakoloutheeseete]. 

His steps – (ichnesin, tracts, footprints)footsteps: of His patience, combined with innocence.  

One of the great guidelines a believer may adopt as a standard for behavior in any situation is to ask himself,         

What would Jesus do? 

  

1 Peter 2:22 
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

As prophesied in Isaiah 53:9, Christ did no sin,. Peter had already pointed to His sinlessness in 1 Peter 1:19 

Christ's well doing (1 Peter 2:20), though suffering. 

Did, [aorist] - 'Never in a single instance', from Isa 53:9 

Neither - nor yet. Sinlessness of mouth is a mark of perfection (James 3:2). Guile is a common fault of servants.  

On Christ's sinlessness, cf. 2 Cor 5:21  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.; Hebrew 7:26.  

Guile, (dolos, deseit, trickery as also in 1 Peter 2:1 

Mouth, (stomati, implies speaking, as in 2 Corinthians 13:1 2  This is the third time I am coming to visit you (and as 

the Scriptures say, "The facts of every case must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses"). 

 

1 Peter 2:23 
Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that 

judgeth righteously: 

The natural reaction to abuse is to retort in anger, trade insult for insult, and threaten to get even. Christ’s example is 

the opposite. When “reviled” (loidoroumenos, slander, insult; the language denotes repeated incidents) He reviled not. 

1 Corinthians 4:12 We work wearily with our own hands to earn our living. We bless those who curse us. We are 

patient with those who abuse us. 

When He “suffered” (paschon, experience pain) He did not threaten anyone in return. To follow such an example will 

require an attitude of forgiveness toward our opponents and of trust toward God. 

Committed himself - His cause, as man in His suffering: cf. Jeremiah 11:20; Isa 53:8. Compare Romans 12:19, on 

our corresponding duty. Leave your case in His hands: not to make Him executioner of your revenge, but praying for 

enemies. God's righteous judgment gives tranquility to the oppressed.  

  

 

 

 

 



1 Peter 2:24 
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: 

by whose stripes ye were healed. 

His own self - there being none other who could have done it. His voluntary undertaking of redemption is implied. 

The Greek puts in contrast OUR, and HIS OWN SELF, to mark His substitution for us. 

Bare, [aneenegnken] - carried and offered up: a sacrificial term. Isa 53:11-12, where bearing on Himself is the 

prominent idea; here offering in sacrifice is combined with it. So 1 Peter 2:5, if He were only an example, the effect 

of His sacrifice would only be to His successors: there would be no retrospective worth to those who lived in Old 

Testament times. 

Our sins. In offering in sacrifice His body, Christ offered in it our sins' guilt upon the cross, as upon God's altar, that 

it might be compensated in Him, and so taken away from us (cf. Isa 53:10). Peter means by "bare" what the Syriac 

expresses by two words, to bear, and to offer: 

(1) He hath borne our sins laid upon Him (namely, their guilt, curse, and punishment); 

(2) He hath so borne them that He offered them along with Himself on the altar. 

The cross became the altar, and Jesus became the perfect sin offering (Hebrews 9:28). 

On the tree - the cross, the proper place for the Curse-bearer. This curse stuck to Him until it was legally (through 

His death as the guilt-bearer) destroyed in His body: thus the handwriting of the bond against us is cancelled. 

Colossians 2:13-15 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then 

God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and 

took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them 

publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 

That we, being dead to sins – Peter here explained the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection, as Paul did also in 

Romans 6:1-23. It is that believers, being “dead” to sins (apogenomenoi, departed, absent, having renounced all sins) 

should “live” (zesomen, vital existence unto “righteousness” (dikaiosune, equity, doing right as in Hebrews 1:9.  

This is our spiritual standing through faith by virtue of Christ's death: our actual mortification of sins is in proportion 

to the degree of our being made conformable to His death. 'That we should die to the sins whose collected guilt Christ 

carried away in His death, and so LIVE TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS (cf. Isa 53:11). 

By whose stripes, (mooloopi)] – black bruise, bloody wound. 

Ye were healed - a paradox, yet true. 'Ye servants (cf. 1 Peter 2:20) often bear the stripe; but it is not more than He 

bore: Christ healed their waywardness and sin so they could be restored to the sheepfold, live righteously, and not be 

as sheep going astray.  

 The Romans believed that 40 lashes (Scourges) is the maximum number of lashes required to kill a person and 

that 39 is the default number for such punishment… prolonged punishment 

 If the governor or the commander permits for the 40th lash and the soldier was unable to kill the person then 

that soldier is to be put to death… so imagine how much force is behind every lash… the soldier is lashing for 

his own life… hence what is said in Isiah 53:5 

 39 lashes = 39 categories of disease?  

1 Peter 2:25 
For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

For - why they need healing (1 Peter 2:24). 

Now - that the atonement for all has been made, the foundation is laid for individual conversion: so 'ye have become 

converted to,' etc. 

Shepherd and Bishop. The designation of the Church's pastors and elders belongs in its fullest sense to the great 

Head, "the good Shepherd." As the "bishop" oversees (as episkopos means), so "the eyes of the Lord are over the 

righteous" (1 Peter 3:12). He gives us His Spirit, feeding and guiding us by His Word.  

Here alone is Christ called the believers Bishop who faithfully watches over His people. This verse recalls Jesus 

words in Luke 15:4-7, the Parable of the Lost Sheep. Jesus called himself the Good Shepherd (John 10:11). 


